PINDAKEES.

the valley of the Pooraa, in which quarter he was
looking out for these marauders. This body,
which at the lowest estimate amounted to six
thousand, was on the Godavuree, at Neermul, on
the 15th of December, and at Bidur on the 21st;
up to which point it had marched leisurely with-
out interruption, or fatiguing its horses, plunder-
ing a broad line of country on either side of its
track. The luhbur continued some time in the
neighbourhood of Bidur, while the chiefs remain-
ed indecisive as to the prosecution of the ulterior
design of penetrating into the Company's ceded
districts on the other side of the Kishna and
Toomboodra. Their indecision proved the ruin
of the enterprise, as it afforded time for a light
force, detached from Hyderabad for this purpose,
under Major M'Dowell, to give the main body a
complete surprise, about thirty miles to the west
of Bidiir. This occurred before dayKght in the
morning of the 15th of January; and such was
the security into which the Pindarees had been
lulled by their hitherto uninterrupted progress,
tbat the infantry were close in upon the tents of
the chiefs before they were discovered, and hardly
a man of the party was mounted, by the time the
first volley was discharged. The greater gart of
the hqrses and booty of the main division of this
luhbur was abandoned, on the rapid advance of the
infentry; and the dispersion was so complete, tlaafe